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SUBJECT: ANGOLAN RECOGNITION: MADAGASCAR RECOGNIZES MPLA 
REF: A. STATE 268543; B. TANANARIVE 1869; C. STATE 265503 

1. MALAGASY PRESS NOVEMBER 13 REPORTS PRESIDENT RATSIRAKA 
HAS SENT TELEGRAM TO AGOSTINHO NETO WARMLY CONGRATULATING 
HIM ON ANGOLAN INDEPENDENCE. IN MESSAGE, DATED NOVEMBER 11, 
RATSIRAKA EXPRESSES FERVENT WISHES FOR PERSONAL WELL-BEING OF 
NETO, FOR PROSPERITY OF THE ANGOLAN PEOPLE, AND FOR 
STRENGTHENING OF TIES OF MILITANT SOLIDARITY BETWEEN MALAGASY 
AND ANGOLANS. 

2. ACTING SECGEN OF MALAGASY FOREIGN MINISTRY RAZAFINDRATOVO 
INFORMED EMBOFF NOVEMBER 12 THAT RATSIRAKA MESSAGE TO NETO 
CONSTITUTES FORMAL MALAGASY RECOGNITION OF MPLA AS SOLE 
GOVERNMENT OF ANGOLA. 

3. AS INSTRUCTED REF A, EMBASSY WILL STATE US POSITION ON 
ANGOLA IN INFORMAL SETTINGS WITH MALAGASY, AND TOOK OCCASION 
TO DO SO IN ENCOUNTER LAST EVENING (NOV 12) WITH RAZAFINDRATOVO. 
DE SANTILLANA 
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